a 


of  PtttBhurgl^ 


'^    ^ 

« 

1 

• 

^®|ll 


V,S,B 


71sT  Congress,  3d  Session 
Senate  Document  No.  322 


JOURNAL 


OF   THE 


SIEGE  OF  YORK-TOWN 


71sT  Congress,  3d  Session 


Senate   Document  No.   322 


JOURNAL 


OF  THE 


SIEGE   OF   YORK-TOWN 


Unpublished  ]ovK^\h  OF  THE  Siege  of  York. -town  in  1781 
operated  by  the  General  Staff  of  the  French  Army,  as  recorded 
in  the  hand  of  Gaspard  de  Gallatin  and  translated  by  the 
French  department  of  the  College  of  William  and  Mary 


PRESENTED  BY  MR.  FESS 

February  17  (calendar  day  March  3),  1931  —  Ordered  to  be  printed 


UNITED  states 

government  printing  office 
washington  :  1931 


FOR  SALE  BY  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  DOCUMENTS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C         -  -        PRICE  15  CENTS 


S'^ria.j    x^>   ^34-7.' 


I 


V5 


PREFATORY  NOTE 

.  This  pamphlet  is  a  translation  of  the  original  French  manu- 

script "Journal  of  the  Siege  of  York  Operated  by  the  Army 
General  Staff  of  the  French  Army"  as  recorded  in  the  hand 
of  Baron  Gaspard  de  Gallatin,  officer  of  the  Swiss  Guard  of 
Louis  XVI  in  the  Grenadier  Company  of  the  Royal-Deux- 
Ponts  Regiment  in  Rochambeau's  jfirst  brigade,  which  is  now 
the  property  of  M.  Edmond  Scherdlin,  president  of  the  Paris 
Court  of  Cassation,  a  descendant  of  de  Gallatin. 
Baron  Gaspard  de  Gallatin  was  a  Swiss  nobleman  and  a 
-^  cousin  of  Albert  Gallatin,  American  Minister  to  France  in 

V  '   1816. 

k  The  existence  of  this  manuscript  journal  was  discovered  by 

the  Hon.  Warrington  Dawson,  special  assistant,  Embassy  of 
"^  the  United  States,  Paris,  France,  while  engaged  in  the  French 

f^  branch  of  the  research  work  of  the  Williamsburg,  Virginia, 

)^>s.  Restoration.  Mr.  Dawson  has  organized  and  is  directing  this 

!       "  research  work  in  France  from  patriotic  devotion  and  also  as 

\)  an  expression  of  his  appreciation  of  the  restoration  of  Colonial 

S    ^  Williamsburg  by  Mr.  John  D.  Rockefeller,  Jr. 

Grateful  appreciation  is  hereby  expressed  to  M.  Edmond 
Scherdlin  for  the  courtesy  of  permitting  Mr.  Dawson  to  have 
the  manuscript  photostated  and  to  Mr.  Dawson  for  making  it 
available  in  connection  with  the  Yorktown  Sesquicentennial 
Celebration. 
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IV  PREFATORY  NOTE 

In  addition  to  the  photostat  reproduction  of  the  "Journal  of 
the  Siege  of  York"  Mr.  Dawson  has  appended  a  summary 
of  other  parts  of  this  manuscript  deaUng  with  the  arrival  of 
the  French  in  Rhode  Island,  the  march  southward  to  York- 
town,  and  the  arrival  in  Chesapeake  Bay  of  the  fleets  of  Counts 
de  Grasse  and  de  Barras.  These  notes  are  also  included  in  this 
document  at  the  suggestion  and  through  the  courtesy  of  Sena- 
tor Simeon  D.  Fess  of  Ohio,  to  whom  gracious  acknowledg- 
ment is  hereby  made  for  his  kindly  interest  in  initiating  the 
necessary  legislation  for  the  printing  of  this  Journal. 

Under  date  of  May  8, 1931,  M.  Edmond  Scherdlin  writes  as 
follows  relative  to  the  publication  of  this  journal  as  a  Senate 
document: 

It  is  with  real  emotion  that  I  learn  of  the  touching  gesture  of  the 
United  States  Senate  which  desires  to  publish  officially,  as  a  Senate 
document,  that  part  of  the  manuscript  written  by  my  great-grandfather, 
Baron  de  Gallatin,  relating  the  siege  of  Yorktown. 

I  am  happy  to  give  my  entire  and  cordial  adherence  to  the  project, 
I  wish  to  thank  you  personally  and  would  be  indeed  obliged  if  you 
will  transmit  to  the  United  States  Senate  the  expression  of  my  deep 
gratitude. 

In  the  original  Journal  certain  inaccuracies  occur  in  the  spell- 
ing of  several  proper  names.  The  spelling  found  in  the  Journal 
is  retained  in  the  translation.  The  correct  spelling  of  "Chatel- 
lux"  is  Chastellux;  of  "Du  Portail,"  Duportail. 

Wm.  a.  R.  Goodwin. 
The  George  Wythe  House, 
Williamsburg,  Virginia, 
September,  1931. 
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OF  THE  SIEGE  OF  YORK-TOWN 

PROGRESS  OF  THE  SIEGE 
From  the  6th  to  the  7th  of  October,  1781 

Marechal  de  Camp  (=Major  General) :  Baron  de  Viomenil. 

Brigadier  (Brigadier  General) :  The  Count  de  Custinc. 

Bourbonnais  Regiment,  two  battalions. 

Soissonnais,  two  battalions.^ 

Night  workmen  (engaged  in  working  on  the  trench  during 
the  night  of  the  6th-7th  of  October),  i,ooo  men. 

The  trench  was  opened  in  a  parallel  whose  left  rests  on  a 
ravine  which  follows  the  redoubt  of  Pigeons  Hill  and  whose 
right  joins  the  left  of  that  [trench]  of  the  Americans  crossing 
at  right  angles  the  high  road  to  York  (town).  This  parallel 
was  supported  by  four  redoubts,  two  in  the  territory  of  the 
Americans  and  two  in  that  of  the  French. 

The  American  offensive,  which  in  reality,  together  with  our 
own,  constitutes  but  one  and  the  same,  rests  its  right  upon  the 

*In  an  order  issued  before  landing  at  Newport,  Rochambeau  himself  gave  the 
equivalents  of  French  and  American  ranks  in  the  Army,  notably  Marechal-de- 
Camp=Major  General  and  Brigadier=Brigadier  General.  This  order  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Order  Book  of  Rochambeau's  Army  kept  by  Major  General  Count  de 
Viomenil,  of  Rochambeau's  General  Staff,  a  large  volume  recently  discovered  by  me 
at  Nancy,  France. — W.  D. 
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river.  Their  work  of  last  night  [October  6-7]  was  the  con- 
struction of  that  part  of  the  parallel  which  belongs  to  them.  At 
the  same  time  they  opened  on  our  left,  joining  the  upper  part 
of  the  river,  a  trench  supported  by  a  battalion  of  Touraine  and 
the  grenadiers  and  chasseurs  [light  infantry].  They  began  a 
battery  the  object  of  which  is  to  sweep  with  fire  the  enemy 
vessels  in  the  upper  river. 

The  enemy  soon  discovered  this  offensive,  and  it  attracted 
their  attention  so  completely  that  they  had  no  knowledge 
whatever  of  our  main  offensive,  upon  which  they  directed  no 
fire,  contenting  themselves,  as  on  preceding  nights,  with  firing 
upon  the  redoubts  which  we  had  abandoned  and  upon  the  two 
constructed  by  the  Americans  on  both  sides  of  the  Hampton 
road,  which  are  behind  our  works.  Chance  shots  resulted  in 
no  worse  than  a  slight  contusion  to  an  officer  of  the  Royal 
Deux  Fonts  and  a  more  severe  wound  to  a  soldier  of  the  same 
regiment,  both  belonging  to  the  men  working  on  the  trenches. 

In  the  offensive  of  the  Touraine  [regiment]  there  was  one 
artillery  officer  dangerously  wounded^  and  six  grenadiers,  of 
whom  two  only  slightly,  and  a  soldier  of  the  Agenois  troops. 
At  daybreak  the  works  of  the  main  offensive  were  found 
almost  everywhere  in  condition  to  receive  the  troops.  There 
were  employed  during  the  day  in  the  improvements  of  the 
parallel  400  workmen  taken  from  the  trench  battalions. 

^Lieutenant  de  La  Loge,  who  died  a  few  hours  later,  (See  Thomas  Balch's  Les 
Frangais  en  Amcriqtie.)  According  to  family  papers  I  have  recently  examined,  Lieu- 
tenant dc  La  Loge,  whose  right  leg  had  been  torn  off,  retained  for  a  while  the  com- 
mand of  his  battery,  which  had  been  intrusted  with  the  mission  of  diverting  the 
enemy's  attention  while  La  Fayette  attacked.  He  was  granted  posthumously  the 
Cross  of  St.  Louis  at  the  personal  command  of  Louis  XVI. — W.  D. 
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From  the  7th  to  the  8th  [October] 

Marechal  de  Camp:  The  Chevalier  [Knight  of  the  Order  of 
Saint  Louis]  de  Chatellux. 

Two  battalions  of  Agenois,  two  battalions  of  Saintonge. 

Night  workmen,  900  men. 

Last  night  500  workmen  were  employed  under  the  direction 
of  engineers  to  begin  the  communications  with  the  rear  and  on 
the  left  of  the  parallel  to  improve  it,  as  well  as  the  redoubt,  and 
to  make  the  zigzag  communicating  trendies  to  the  batteries. 
The  400  other  night  workmen  were  employed,  together  with 
the  artillerymen,  in  the  construction  of  the  batteries.  For  the 
offensive  against  the  upper  river  we  continued  the  construction 
of  the  battery  which  was  found,  at  daybreak,  in  condition  to 
fire.  We  employed  400  day  workers,  taken  from  the  trench 
battalions,  to  perfect  the  works  of  the  two  preceding  nights 
and  to  continue  the  construction  of  the  batteries.  For  the 
American  offensive,  they  began  to  construct  batteries  also. 

Wounded  in  the  main  offensive,  six  men. 

Condition  of  the  batteries  begun  the  night  of  the  7th-8th: 

AMERICAN 

On  the  right,  joining  the  river,  one  battery  of  six  cannon 
and  four  howitzers.  Near  the  first  French  redoubt,  a  battery 
of  five  cannon. 

FRENCH 

No.  I.  A  big  battery  composed  of  4  16  pounders,  2  mortars 
of  12  inches,  4  mortars  of  8  inches,  2  howitzers  of  8  inches,  a 
little  behind  the  parallel  and  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  Hampton 
highroad. 

48641—31 2-A' 
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No.  2.  A  battery  of  4  24  pounders,  also  behind  the  parallel 
and  to  the  right  of  the  ravine  on  which  it  rests. 

No.  3.  One  of  3  24  pounders,  in  the  direction  of  and  behind 
the  extremity  of  the  parallel. 

No.  4.  One  of  3  24  pounders,  to  the  left  of  the  ravine  on 
which  the  parallel  rests. 

From  the  8th  to  the  9th 

Marechal  de  Camp :  The  Marquis  de  St.  Simon. 

Brigadier:  The  Count  de  Custine. 

Two  battalions  of  Gatinais;  two  battalions  of  Deux  Fonts. 

Auxiliaries :  The  grenadiers  of  Soissonnais  and  of  Saintonge. 

Night  workmen,  800  men. 

Half  the  night  workers  were  employed  under  the  direction 
of  engineers  to  complete  the  communications  begun  the  pre- 
ceding night  and  the  others,  together  with  the  artillery,  to 
continue  the  construction  of  the  batteries  and  to  begin  the 
construction  of  a  new  one.  No.  5,  of  seven  mortars,  in  front 
of  the  parallel  toward  the  left. 

We  have  employed  400  day  workers,  taken  from  the  trench 
battalions,  on  the  same  tasks.  The  Americans  have  continued 
the  works  of  the  night  and  preceding  day.  Their  battery  of 
six  pieces  of  cannon  and  four  howitzers,  joining  the  river,  was 
found  to  be  in  condition  to  fire  two  hours  before  night.  The 
battery  for  the  offensive  on  the  upper  river  began  at  about 
3  o'clock  to  fire  upon  an  enemy  frigate  which  was  obliged  to 
slip  her  cables  and  retire. 

One  killed;  one  wounded. 
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From  the  9th  to  the  10th 

Marechal  de  Camp :  The  Count  de  Viomenil.^ 

Two  battalions  of  Bourbonnais;  two  battalions  of  Soisson- 
nais  troops. 

Auxiliaries:  Chasseurs  of  Agenois  and  Gatinais. 

Night  workers,  700  men. 

Four  hundred  workmen  were  employed  under  the  direction 
of  engineers  to  palisade  the  redoubts  of  the  parallel  and  to  im- 
prove communications,  and  300,  together  with  those  of  the 
artillery,  to  continue  the  batteries.  At  daylight  the  following 
batteries  began  to  fire: 

The  American  battery  of  five  cannon  and  the  French  bat- 
teries I  and  2. 

At  the  end  of  two  hours,  the  enemy's  fire  [blot;  illegible; 
ceased?]  entirely. 

We  employed  200  day  workers  taken  from  the  trench  bat- 
talions to  improve  communications  and  to  continue  the  work 
on  the  batteries  which  are  not  yet  completed. 

Wounded  in  the  main  offensive,  two  men. 

From  the  10th  to  the  11th 

Marechal  de  Camp :  Baron  de  Viomenil. 
Brigadier:  The  Count  de  Custine. 
Two  battalions  of  Agenois;  two  battalions  of  Saintonge. 
Auxiliaries:  Chasseurs  of  the  Soissonnais  and  of  the  Royal 
Deux  Fonts. 
Night  workers,  300  men, 

^Younger  brother  of  tlie  baron. 
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The  night  workers  were  employed  in  improving  the  bat- 
teries and  redoubts.  During  the  night  we  continued  to  fire 
bombs  from  the  American  batteries  and  from  our  battery 
No.  I.  We  fired  red-hot  balls  at  the  vessels  from  the  battery  of 
the  upper  river  offensive  and  set  fire  to  a  vessel  of  44  [guns], 
the  Charon,  and  to  two  transports. 

Our  batteries  Nos.  3  and  4  have  continued  to  fire  during  the 
day.  The  enemy  began  again,  at  about  3  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, to  fire  a  few  shots  from  their  right  upon  battery  No.  5 
and  upon  the  neighboring  [earth]  works. 

One  killed,  three  wounded. 

From  the  11th  to  the  12th 

Marechal  de  Camp :  Chevalier  de  Chatellux. 

Two  battalions  of  Gatinais,  two  battalions  of  Royal  Deux 
Fonts. 

Auxiharies:  Chasseurs  Bourbonnais  and  grenadiers  of  Sain- 
tonge. 

Night  workers,  800  men. 

We  employed  750  night  workers  under  the  direction  of 
engineers  to  begin  a  second  parallel  at  about  280  yards  [140 
toises]  in  front  of  the  first  and  300  yards  [150  toises]  from  the 
city  at  its  point  of  greatest  elongation,  the  left  resting  on  the  big 
ravine  on  which  rests  also  the  first  [parallel]  and  which  serves 
as  a  means  of  approach  for  reaching  it. 

The  American  workers  did  their  part  of  this  parallel  to 
the  right  where  it  extends  to  the  point  opposite  their  battery 
of  five  pieces  of  cannon.  There  is  one  outlet  [debouche]  which 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  SIEGE  OF  YORK-TOWN        9 

starts  from  the  ravine  to  the  left  of  our  battery  No.  2  and  ad- 
vances by  zigzag  up  to  the  second  parallel.  This  parallel  is 
covered  by  tv^^o  redoubts.  We  employed  50  night  v^^orkers  to 
complete  battery  No.  5  and  upon  reparations  of  the  others. 
To  cover  this  v^^ork  and  to  conceal  it  from  the  enemy,  we  have 
caused  our  batteries  of  mortars  and  howitzers,  as  well  as  those 
of  the  Americans,  to  fire  all  night  and  we  continued  a  moderate 
firing  from  our  batteries  of  cannon.  The  enemy  has  fired  some 
bombs  and  a  few  cannon  shots  which  have'not  interrupted  our 
works  and  these  have  been  found,  at  break  of  day,  in  good  con- 
dition. They  ought  to  be  as  good  as  those  of  the  Americans. 
At  daylight  our  battery  No.  5  began  firing,  and  we  continued 
the  fire  of  our  battery  of  cannon  until  9  o'clock,  when,  fearing 
to  incommode  the  American  day  workers,  we  discontinued  it. 
But  the  fire  of  the  enemy  having  been  resumed,  we  began  at 
about  II  o'clock  to  fire  from  our  batteries  Nos.  3  and  4.  We 
had  the  work  on  the  new  parallel  continued  by  300  day  work- 
men taken  from  the  trench  regiments. 

Wounded  in  the  main  offensive:  Four  men;  in  that  of  the 
Touraine  [regiment]  three  men. 

From  the  12th  to  the  13th 

Marechal  de  Camp :  The  Marquis  de  St.  Simon. 
Brigadier:  The  Count  de  Custine. 

Two  battalions  of  Bourbonnais,  two  battalions  of  Soissonnais. 
Auxiliaries :  Grenadiers  of  the  Agenois  and  Gatinais. 
Night  workers,  600. 
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The  night  workers  have  improved  the  works  of  the  preced- 
ing day;  300  day  workers  have  completed  the  parallel  and 
begun  the  construction  of  the  batteries. 

Six  killed  and  eleven  wounded  in  the  main  offensive,  besides 
Messrs.  de  Miolis  and  Dursue,  officers^  of  the  Soissonnais,  who 
were  wounded. 

From  the  13th  to  the  14th 

Marechal  de  Camp :  The  Count  de  Viomenil. 

Two  battalions  of  Agenois;  two  battalions  of  Saintonge. 

Auxiliaries:  Grenadiers  of  the  Soissonnais  and  of  the  Royal 
Deux  Fonts. 

Night  workers,  600  men. 

Three  hundred  night  workers  were  employed  in  improving 
the  redoubts  and  other  works  of  the  trenches,  the  other  300 
were  employed  in  the  continuation  of  the  batteries.  These 
works  were  continued  by  300  day  workers  taken  from  the 
trench  battalions. 

In  the  main  offensive,  i  killed,  28  wounded. 

Condition  of  the  batteries  begun  during  the  night  of  the 
I3th-i4th. 

No.  6.  Between  the  two  communications  and  a  little  in  front 
of  the  second  parallel,  six  pieces  of  cannon. 

No.  7.  To  the  left  of  the  mouth  of  the  left  communicating 
trench  and  of  the  parallel,  six  pieces  of  cannon. 

No.  8.  In  the  parallel  at  the  right  of  the  left  redoubt,  six 
pieces  of  cannon. 

'Second  lieutenants.  De  Miolis  became  one  of  Napoleon's  generals.  He  remained 
disfigured  for  life  by  the  wound  he  received  in  the  cheek  at  Yorktown,  according  to 
his  papers,  which  I  have  recently  been  able  to  examine  in  France. — W.  D. 
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No.  9.  In  front  of  the  left  of  the  parallel,  eight  mortars  and 
two  howitzers. 

From  the  14th  to  the  15th 

Marechal  de  Camp :  The  Baron  de  Viomenil. 

Brigadier:  The  Count  de  Custine. 

Two  battalions  of  Gatinais;  two  battalions  of  Royal  Deux 
Fonts. 

Auxiliaries:  Grenadiers  of  Saintonge,  Chasseurs  Bourbon- 
nais,  Agenois,  and  Soissonnais. 

Night  workers,  800  men. 

The  attack  upon  the  two  advanced  redoubts  of  the  enemy, 
one  resting  on  the  river,  the  other  at  its  left,  having  been 
ordered,  was  made  at  night.  The  American  light  infantry, 
supported  by  two  of  their  trench  battalions,  the  whole  com- 
manded by  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette,  attacked  the  redoubt 
on  the  river,  captured  it  with  bayonets  at  the  end  of  their  mus- 
kets. They  had  4  officers  wounded  and  about  20  soldiers  killed 
or  wounded. 

The  French  troops  had  the  task  of  attacking  the  other  re- 
doubt. They  issued  by  the  right  flank  of  the  American  battery 
of  five  cannon  and  advanced  in  the  following  order:  The  com- 
panies of  grenadiers  and  chasseurs  of  the  trench  regiments, 
commanded  by  Count  William  des  Deux  Fonts,  second  rank- 
ing colonel  of  the  Royal  Deux  Fonts  and  the  Marquis  de  L'Es- 
trade,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Gatinais,  the  First  Battalion  of 
Gatinais,  the  auxiliary  grenadiers,  and  chasseurs  of  the  trenches 
(with  the  exception  of  the  chasseurs  of  the  Soissonnais  des- 
tined to  distract  the  enemy  to  the  left  of  our  main  attack). 
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This  above-mentioned  division  was  ordered  to  support  the 
attack  under  the  orders  of  the  Marquis  de  Rostaing,  colonel 
of  the  regiment  of  Gatinais.  The  Baron  de  Viomenil  conducted 
the  whole  attack  and  set  forth  with  four  companies  of  grena- 
diers and  chasseurs  in  the  best  order  and  in  the  greatest  silence. 
The  enemy  early  discovered  the  column,  upon  which  it  began 
a  lively  musketry  fire.  The  enemy's  abatis  was  found  to  be  in 
much  better  condition  than  we  had  hoped  after  having  bom- 
barded this  redoubt  for  several  days  with  much  artillery. 

In  spite  of  the  enemy's  fire,  the  carpenters  of  the  trench 
regiments  opened  some  passages  through  the  abatis  by  which 
the  grenadiers  and  chasseurs  of  the  Gatinais  and  Deux  Fonts 
entered  into  the  foss  and  with  them  the  same  carpenters  who 
were  obliged  to  cut  away  also  some  palisades  in  order  to  open 
the  fraise  of  the  redoubt.  The  same  grenadiers  and  chasseurs 
took  advantage  of  these  openings  to  mount  upon  the  parapet 
where  they  re-formed  for  attack  which  soon  obliged  those  of 
the  enemy  who  remained  there  to  surrender.  We  made  pris- 
oner 40  soldiers  and  3  officers  and  counted  18  dead.  The  rest 
to  the  number  of  120  escaped  by  flight.  Our  loss  in  this  attack 
was  about  80  men  killed  or  wounded. 

The  enemy  began  at  once  a  very  lively  fire  of  cannon  and 
howitzers  upon  the  redoubt  which  we  had  just  captured  and 
thus  caused  the  death  of  many  more  of  our  men.  As  soon  as 
we  had  become  masters  of  the  redoubt,  500  workmen  issued 
from  the  right  of  the  second  parallel  to  prolong  this  up  to  the 
[captured]  redoubt.  American  workmen  continued  this  par- 
allel between  the  two  captured  redoubts  and  opened  a  com- 
municating trench  between  the  first  parallel,  starting  from 
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between  their  big  battery  and  their  first  redoubt  on  the  right 
and  directed  toward  the  enemy  redoubt  which  they  had  cap- 
tured. All  these  works  were  pushed  with  the  greatest  speed 
and  were  found  far  advanced  at  daybreak.  The  feint  ordered 
on  the  left  of  our  works,  having  been  pushed  a  little  too 
ardently  by  the  Count  de  Custine,  we  lost  a  few  men  there. 
We  had  also,  early  in  the  evening,  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
enemy  toward  the  upper  river  by  a  feint  executed  without  loss 
by  the  regiment  of  Touraine.  Two  hundred  night  workers 
were  employed  to  continue  the  work  on  the  batteries  and 
the  other  lOO  in  improving  the  communications  along  the 
whole  extent  of  our  works  of  the  preceding  nights.  The  enemy 
continued  a  rather  heavy  fire  of  bombs  and  howitzers  on 
our  works,  which  greatly  incommoded  our  workmen.  The 
regiment  of  the  Bourbonnais  came  into  the  trenches  at  lo 
o'clock  in  the  evening  to  reenforce  them  in  case  the  enemy 
should  undertake  to  interfere  with  our  work  by  a  serious  attack. 

Killed,  46  men ;  wounded,  68 ;  in  the  great  offensive. 

Officers  wounded:  Count  William  des  Deux  Fonts;  the 
Chevalier  de  Lameth,  assistant  first  sergeant;  Mr.  de  Cireuil,^ 
captain  of  the  Gatinais;  Mr.  de  Berthelun,  also  captain  of  the 
Gatinais;  Mr.  de  Sireque,^  second  lieutenant  of  the  Gatinais; 
Mr.  de  Lutzow,  lieutenant  of  the  Royal  Deux  Fonts. 

From  the  15th  to  the  16th 

Marechal  de  Camp :  The  Chevalier  de  Chatellux. 
Bourbonnais,  until  the  evening  of  the  15th,  two  battalions. 


'Captain  de  Sireuil,  who  died  in  hospital  in  Williamsburg  Dec.  20,  1781. 
Me  Silleque. 
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Soissonnais,  two  battalions. 

Agenois,  auxiliaries  for  the  night. 

Chasseurs  of  the  Royal  Deux  Fonts,  auxiliaries. 

Night  workers :  500  men. 

One  hundred  night  workers  were  employed  to  improve  the 
batteries.  The  other  400  were  employed  in  perfecting  the  par- 
allel and  the  redoubts.  At  5  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  enemy 
made  a  sortie.  They  entered  one  redoubt  near  battery  No.  6 
and  into  our  batteries  where  they  imperfectly  spiked  four  guns 
which  were  able  to  fire  six  hours  later.  Battery  No.  6  began 
firing  about  noon. 

Killed,  I ;  wounded,  37;  in  the  great  offensive. 

Ofi&cers  wounded:  Mr.de  Marin, captain  of  the  Soissonnais^; 
de  Bargues,  lieutenant  of  the  Bourbonnais;  de  Houdelot,^  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Agenois;  de  Lammont,^  second  lieutenant  of  the 
Agenois;  de  Purignant,^  lieutenant  of  Artillery.  Mr.  de  Bour- 
guimont,^  captain  of  the  Agenois,  was  made  prisoner  by  the 
enemy  during  their  sortie. 

From  the  16th  to  the  17th 

Marechal  de  Camp:  The  Marquis  de  St.  Simon. 

Brigadier:  The  Count  de  Custine. 

Two  battalions  of  Gatinais;  two  battalions  of  Saintonge. 

Auxiliaries:  Grenadiers  of  the  Agenois. 

Night  workmen,  800  men. 


*Died  in  hospital  at  Williamsburg  in  December,  1781. 

*d'Houdctot  de  Colomby. 

'de  Laumont. 

*de  Genevy  de  Pusignan. 

"d'Augussin  de  Bourguisson. 
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The  night  workers  have  continued  to  improve  the  trench 
works  and  have  fortified  the  batteries  which  began  to  fire  at 
daybreak.  At  about  lo  o'clock,  the  enemy  sent  bearers  of  a 
flag  of  truce  requesting  a  suspension  of  hostiUties  of  24  hours 
to  consider  terms  of  surrender  of  the  place,  the  place  itself,  and 
the  fate  of  the  troops.  Firing  ceased  on  both  sides,  but  General 
Washington  not  finding  the  propositions  [of  the  enemy]  suf- 
ficiently explicit,  gave  orders  to  resume  fire. 

Killed,  I ;  wounded,  10.  The  Marquis,  de  St.  Simon  slightly 
wounded. 

From  the  11  th  to  the  18th 

Marechal  de  Camp :  The  Count  de  Viomenil. 

Two  battalions  of  Bourbonnais,  two  battalions  of  Royal 
Deux  Fonts. 

Another  truce  bearer  arrived  at  about  3  o'clock,  with  propo- 
sitions which  have  caused  hostilities  to  cease  on  both  sides, 
until  the  signing  of  the  terms  of  surrender  at  noon  on  the  19th. 

Killed,  2;  wounded,  4. 

Mr.  de  Bellenger,  lieutenant  of  artillery,  killed.  Mr.  de 
Droulet,^  lieutenant  of  grenadiers  of  the  Agenois,  was 
wounded  October  i  in  a  feint  made  upon  the  redoubt  on  the 
enemy's  right,  as  well  as  six  volunteers  of  St.  Simon. 

^Drouilhet  de  Sigalas. 
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Recapitulation  of  killed  and  wounded  of  the  French  Army 


Killed 

Wounded 

Soldiers 

Officers 

Soldiers 

Officers 

1781 
Oct.  1 

None. 

None. 

None. 
1 

None. 
1 

None. 
6 
1 
46 
1 
1 
2 

None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
1 

6 
8 
6 
1 

3 
7 
11 
28 
62 
37 
10 
1 

1 

Oct.  6 

»2 

Oct.  7 

None. 

Oct.  8 

None. 

Oct.  9 

None. 

Oct.  10 

None. 

Oct.  11 

None. 

Oct.  12 

2 

Oct.  13 .  . 

None. 

Oct.  14 

26 

Oct.  15 

»S 

Oct.  18 

1 

Oct.  17.. 

None. 

Total 

59 

1 

182 

17 

•  Note  by  Baron  de  Gallatin. — Officers  died  of  their  wounds:  An  officer  of  artillery. 
'  Cirruil  captain  of  the  Gatinais. 
'  Captain  Marin,  of  Soissonnais. 


Terms 

of  Surrender 


TERMS  OF  SURRENDER 

Articles  Agreed  Upon  Between  General  Washington  and  the 
Counts  de  Rochambeau  and  de  Grasse  on  the  One  Hand; 
and  the  Honorable  Lord  Cornwallis,  Lieutenant  General  of 
the  Forces  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  Commanding  the  Gar- 
risons of  Yorkjtown]  and  Gloucester,  and  Thomas  Sy- 
mond,  Esq.,  Commanding  the  Naval  Forces  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty  in  the  Yor\  River  in  Virginia  and  Elsewhere  on  the 
Other 

Article  i.  The  garrisons  of  York[town]  and  of  Gloucester, 
including  the  oflScers  and  sailors  of  the  vessels  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty  as  well  as  all  other  sailors  surrender  as  prisoners  of  war 
to  the  combined  forces  of  America  and  France.  The  troops 
shall  be  prisoners  of  the  United  States  and  the  entire  naval 
forces  shall  be  prisoners  of  the  Navy  of  S.  M.  T.  C.  [His  Most 
Christian  Majesty].     (Granted.)^ 

Article  2.  The  artillery,  the  weapons,  clothing,  military 
chest,  and  stores,  of  whatever  sort  they  may  be,  shall  be  handed 
over  without  damage  to  the  heads  of  the  various  departments 
appointed  to  receive  them.  (Granted.)^ 

Article  3.  To-day  at  noon  the  two  redoubts  on  the  left  flank 
of  York  [town]  shall  be  delivered,  the  one  to  a  detachment  of 
American  infantry,  and  the  other  to  a  detachment  of  French 
grenadiers.  The  garrison  of  York  [town]  will  march  to  a  place 
agreed  upon  in  front  of  its  outposts,  in  the  position  of  support 

^ Accord^  (written  in  each  instance  on  left  margin). 
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arms,  flags  in  their  cases,  and  drums  beating  a  march  either 
EngUsh  or  German.  It  will  lay  down  its  arms  and  return  to 
camp  where  it  will  remain  until  it  be  directed  to  the  place  of 
its  destination.  Two  posts  of  Gloucester  will  be  delivered  over 
to  two  detachments  of  troops,  American  and  French,  sent  to 
take  possession  of  them.  The  garrison  will  withdraw  there- 
from [Gloucester]  at  3 o'clock  in  the  afternoon, the  cavalry  will 
carry  the  naked  sword,  with  trumpets  blowing  and  the  infan- 
try will  march  out  in  the  same  manner  as  that  of  York  [town] 
and  return  to  their  camp  until  they  shall  have  been  entirely 
evacuated.  (Granted.)^ 

Article  4.  The  officers  will  keep  their  swords  and  they  as 
well  as  the  soldiers  will  keep  their  private  property  of  every 
description.  No  part  of  their  baggage  or  papers  can  ever  be 
subjected  to  inspection  or  search.  The  baggage  and  papers  of 
the  officers  taken  during  the  siege  will  also  be  kept  for  them. 
It  is  understood,  however,  that  property  of  inhabitants  of  this 
country  which  shall  be  visibly  in  the  hands  of  the  garrison  can 
be  reclaimed.  (Granted.)^ 

Article  5.  The  soldiers  will  remain  either  in  Virginia,  or  in 
Maryland  or  in  Pennsylvania  and  shall  remain  by  regiments 
as  far  as  possible.  They  shall  have  the  same  rations  as  those  of 
the  American  Army.  The  field  officers  of  each  nation,  English, 
Ansbach,  Hessians,  or  other  officers,  shall,  upon  giving  their 
word  of  honor,  have  the  liberty  of  residing  with  their  regi- 
ments in  the  proportion  of  one  officer  to  50  men  or  to  visit  them 
often  and  be  witnesses  of  their  treatment.  The  officers  will 
receive  and  will  distribute  to  their  men  clothing  and  other 

^Accord£  (written  in  each  instance  on  left  margin). 
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necessities.  For  this  purpose  passports  will  be  granted  to  them 
upon  request.  (Granted.)^ 

Article  6.  The  General,  the  civil  employees,  and  other  offi- 
cers who  are  not  employed  as  hereinbefore  mentioned,  at  their 
desire,  may  have  permission,  upon  giving  their  parole,  to  go  to 
England,  to  New  York,  or  to  any  other  part  of  America  now 
in  possession  of  English  forces,  at  their  option.  The  Count 
de  Grasse  will  furnish  them  the  necessary  vessels  to  carry  them 
to  New  York  within  lo  days,  counting  from  the  present  date, 
as  truce  bearers.  They  will  remain  in  a  place  to  be  agreed  upon 
until  they  embark.  The  officers  of  the  civil  department  of  the 
Army  and  Navy  are  included  in  this  article.  Those  will  be 
given  passports  to  go  by  land,  for  whom  vessels  can  not  be  fur- 
nished. (Granted.)^ 

Article  7.  The  officers  will  have  permission  to  keep  soldiers 
with  them  as  domestics  in  accordance  with  ordinary  practice 
in  the  service.  Domestics  are  not  soldiers,  will  not  be  regarded 
as  prisoners,  and  may  go  with  their  masters.  (Granted.)^ 

Article  8.  La  Bonnette,  naval  sloop,  will  be  equipped  and 
commanded  by  its  captain  and  crew  and  left  entirely  at  the  dis- 
position of  Lord  Cornwallis  from  the  moment  that  the  terms 
of  surrender  shall  have  been  signed.  It  will  receive  on  board 
an  aide-de-camp  to  carry  the  dispatches  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 
The  soldiers  whom  he  will  judge  suitable  to  send  to  New  York 
will  be  allowed  to  leave  without  being  examined  when  the  dis- 
patches shall  be  ready.  His  lordship  promises,  on  his  part,  that 
the  vessel  will  be  returned  to  the  Count  de  Grasse,  if  he  escapes 
the  dangers  of  the  sea ;  that  he  will  carry  off  no  public  property, 

^AccoRDi  (written  in  each  instance  on  left  margin). 
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and  that  that  of  the  crew,  or  the  soldiers  who  are  passengers, 
which  may  be  missing  will  be  taken  into  account  and  shall  be 
returned.  (Granted.)^ 

Article  9.  Merchants  will  keep  their  property  and  will  have 
three  months  to  dispose  of  it  or  to  take  it  with  them.  They 
shall  not  be  considered  prisoners  of  war. 

(Merchants  may  dispose  of  their  property.  The  allied  armies 
will  have  the  right  of  first  purchase.  They  will  be  considered 
prisoners  on  parole.)" 

Article  10.  Natives  or  inhabitants  of  different  parts  of  this 
country  now  in  York  [town]  and  Gloucester  will  not  be  pun- 
ished for  having  joined  the  English  Army. 

(We  can  not  consent  to  this  article.  It  is  absolutely  a  civil 
matter.)^ 

Article  ii.  Hospitals  will  be  furnished  for  the  sick  and 
wounded.  They  will  be  cared  for  by  their  own  doctors  on  their 
word  of  honor.  They  will  be  furnished  medicines  and  provi- 
sions of  the  American  hospitals. 

(  The  stores  of  the  hospitals  which  are  at  present  in  York  [  town  ] 
and  Gloucester  will  be  delivered  (to  the  Americans)  for  the 
use  of  the  sick  and  wounded  English.  One  will  give  them  pass- 
ports to  procure  for  them  other  provisions  from  New  York. 
According  as  the  occasion  may  demand,  hospitals  will  be  fur- 
nished for  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  two  garrisons.)^ 

Article  12.  Wagons  will  be  furnished  to  carry  the  baggage 
of  officers  remaining  with  the  soldiers  and  of  doctors  when 

^  Accord^  (written  in  each  instance  on  left  margin). 
Substitutions  for  Articles  9,  10,  11,  and  12  written  in  each  instance  on  left  margin. 
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they  are  on  the  way  to  attend  the  sick.  This  expense  will  be 
borne  by  the  State. 

(Wagons  will  be  furnished  if  it  is  possible.)  ^ 

Article  13.  The  vessels  and  boats  in  the  two  ports  with  all 
their  provisions,  cannons,  stores,  and  supplies,  will  be  delivered 
in  the  State  where  they  now  are  to  an  officer  of  the  Navy 
who  shall  be  appointed  for  that  purpose.  Property  of  private 
citizens  will  be  taken  off  first;  that  is,  property  which  has  been 
put  on  board  for  its  safety  during  the  siege.  (Granted.)  ^ 

Article  14.  No  article  of  the  terms  of  surrender  shall  be  vio- 
lated under  pretext  of  reprisals.  If  there  is  any  doubtful  expres- 
sion, it  will  be  interpreted  in  accordance  with  the  sense  and 
meaning  of  the  word.  (Granted.)  ^ 

Done  at  York  [town]  in  Virginia  the  19th  of  October,  178 1. 

(Signed)  Cornwallis. 

^Substitutions  for  Articles  9,  10,  11,  and  12  written  in  each  instance  on  left  margin. 
^AccoRDi  (written  in  each  instance  on  left  margin). 
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TROOPS  AND  PROPERTY  CAPTURED 

Condition  of  the  Garrisons  of  Yor^ftown]  and  Gloucester 
Made  Prisoner  October  19, 1871,  and  Property  Taken  from 
the  English 

NAMES  OF  ENGLISH  AND  GERMAN  REGIMENTS  TAKEN 
AT  YORK- [TOWN]    AND  GLOUCESTER 

First  Battalion  of  Guards,  regiments,  the  Third,  the  Seven- 
teenth, the  Twenty-third,  the  Thirty-third,  the  Forty-third. 
Regiment  of  Highlanders,  the  Seventy-first,  the  Seventy-sixth, 
the  Eightieth.  The  Queen's  Rangers  (Light  Infantry).  The 
British  Legion,  or  Legion  of  Tarleton.  German  regiments: 
A  regiment  of  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Hesse;  Regiment  of 
Bossen;  Regiment  of  Ansbach;  Regiment  of  Seybold. 

The  General  Cornv^^allis,  the  General  0['H]ara,  2  colonels, 

11  majors,  52  captains,  89  lieutenants,  36  ensigns,  2  chaplains, 

12  adjutants,  10  quartermasters,  10  doctors,  22  aides,  295  ser- 
geants, 121  drummers, 3,273 musketeers,  lotal in gpgd^ healthy 
taken  at  York[tovyn],  3,935.  Sick:  90  sergeants,  44  drummers, 
"1^741  musketeers,  total,  1,875.  At  Gloucester,  1,100  men,  750 
sailors.  Total  from  Gloucester,  1,850.  Killed,  389;  wounded, 
679;  taken  prisoner  or  deserted  during  the  siege  135,  total  1,203. 
Grand  total,  8,663  men. 

""  "  ARMS 

Muskets,  7,326;  cannon  of  iron,  140;  cannon  of  bronze,  74; 
flags,  22;  barrels  of  powder,  300;  howitzers  and  mortars,  22; 
horses,  455. 

VESSELS 

Transports,  62.  The  Charon,  of  44  guns,  burned  during  the 

siege.  La  Guadeloupe  (frigate)  sunk.  Two  war  sloops  and 

one  frigate  taken. 
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PERSONNEL  OF  THE  ALLIED  FORCES 

The  French  Army  at  Yorkjtown] 

The  Count  de  Rochambeau,  lieutenant  general;  the  Baron 
deViomenil,marechal  de  camp  (major  general) ;  Chevalier  de 
Chatellux,  same;  Marquis  de  St.  Simon,  same;  Count  de  Vio- 
menil,  same;  De  Choisy,  brigadier  (brigadier  general) ;  Duke 
de  Lauzun,  same;  De  Beville,  same;  De  Custine,  same. 

TROOPS 

Men 

Thirteenth  Regiment  of  Bourbonnais i,  ooo 

Forty-first  Regiment  of  Soissonnais i,  ooo 

Thirty-fourth  Regiment  of  Touraine i,  ooo 

Sixteenth  Regiment  of  Agenois i,  ooo 

Eighty-fourth  Regiment  of  Saintonge i,  ooo 

Eighteenth  Regiment  of  Gatinais i,  ooo 

One  hundred  and  fourth  Regiment  of  Royal  Deux  Fonts i,  ooo 

Legion  of  Lauzun .  * '. 600 

Volunteers  of  St.  Simon 300 

Detachments  of  the  fleet 800 

Artillery,  miners,  and  workmen 600 

Total  of  French  Army 9,  300 

French  Navy 

Count  de  Grasse,  De  Barras,  De  Montreuil,  Bougainville, 
general  officers. 

Warships,  36;  frigates,  8;  war  sloops,  6;  transports,  26. 

French  artillery:  12  24  pounders,  10  16  pounders,  10  12 
pounders,  8  mortars  of  12,  8  hov^^itzers;  total  ordnance,  90 
pieces. 
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American  Army 

General  in  chief,  Washington;  Du  Portail,  Lincoln,  Mar- 
quis de  La  Fayette,  Baron  von  Steuben,  Wayne,  Knox,  gen- 
erals. Nelson  commanding  the  militia. 

TROOPS 

Men 

Pennsylvania  regiment i,  ooo 

Regiments  of — 

Congress 300 

Rhodelsland 400 

Gimates  (troops  of  Lt.  Col.  Gimat?) 300 

La  Fayette 300 

Hamilton 300 

Connecticut 300 

Wayne 300 

Lincoln 300 

Von  Steuben 300 

Canada 300 

Stuart 300 

Massachusetts  Bay 300 

Light  infantry 500 

Riflemen 200 

Dragoons 150 

Total 5, 550 

Militia  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  Blue  Mountains,  and  Caro- 
lina, 2,000  men. 

American  artillery  60  pieces  of  ordnance  of  all  sorts. 

Losses  of  the  English:  Killed — 2  captains,  4  lieutenants,  13 
sergeants,  4  drummers,  266  musketeers.  Wounded — 5  lieu- 
tenants, I  ensign,  24  sergeants,  11  drummers,  570  musketeers. 
Missing — i  major,  2  captains,  i  lieutenant,  5  sergeants,  and 
126  musketeers. 


Washington 
Congratulates  Army 


WASHINGTON  CONGRATULATES  THE  ARMY 

General  Order  of  October  20, 1781 

General  Washington  expressed  publicly  to  the  entire  Army 
his  satisfaction  with  its  excellent  conduct,  and  the  valor  and 
courage  with  which  it  distinguished  itself  during  the  siege, 
in  his  order  of  October  20,  1781,  whichwas  in  substance  as 
follows: 

The  General  congratulates  the  Army  for  the  glorious  event 
of  yesterday.  The  generous  proofs  which  S.  M.  T.  C.  [His  Most 
Christian  Majesty]  has  given  of  his  attachment  to  the  Ameri- 
can cause  ought  to  undeceive  the  abused  minds  of  our  enemies, 
convince  them  of  the  happy  and  decisive  results  which  ought 
necessarily  to  follow  this  alliance  and  inspire  in  all  citizens  of 
these  States  the  most  enduring  sentiments  of  gratitude.  A  fleet 
the  most  numerous  and  the  most  powerful  which  has  ever 
been  seen  in  these  seas,  commanded  by  an  admiral  whose  talent 
and  good  fortune  promised  the  greatest  success,  an  army  com- 
posed in  the  most  distinguished  manner  both  of  officers  and  of 
soldiers  are  the  pledges  he  has  shown  us  of  his  affection  for  the 
United  States.  It  is  due  to  the  aid  of  this  power  that  there  has 
been  assured  us  the  brilliant  success  which  we  have  just  won. 
The  General  takes  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to  beg  his  ex- 
cellency the  Count  de  Rochambeau  to  receive  the  testimony 
of  his  hearty  gratitude  for  the  counsel  and  aid  which  he  has 
received  from  him  at  all  times,  and  expresses  likewise  in  the 
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most  sincere  manner  his  thanks  to  Generals  Baron  de  Viome- 
nil,  ChevaUer  de  Chatellux,  Marquis  de  St.  Simon,  and  Count 
de  Viomenil,  as  well  as  to  Brigadier  General  de  Choisy,  who 
had  a  separate  command,  for  the  glorious  manner  in  which 
they  worked  for  the  success  of  the  common  cause.  He  hopes 
that  the  Count  de  Rochambeau  will  be  so  kind  as  to  express  to 
the  Army  which  he  commands  the  high  opinion  which  he  has 
of  the  distinguished  worth  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  its 
several  corps  and  he  begs  him  to  present  in  his  name  to  the 
companies  of  grenadiers  and  chasseurs  of  the  regiments  of 
Gatinais  and  of  Royal  Deux  Fonts,  the  two  pieces  of  bronze 
artillery  which  they  captured  from  the  enemy  and  he  hopes 
that  they  will  keep  them  as  a  testimony  of  the  courage  with 
which  they  took,  sword  in  hand,  the  enemy  redoubt  on  the 
night  of  the  14th.  They  will  serve  to  perpetuate  the  remem- 
brance of  an  action  in  which  the  officers  and  soldiers  showed 
the  most  noble  emulation  and  the  most  distinguished  courage. 
If  the  General  were  to  thank  in  particular  all  those  who  have 
deserved  his  thanks,  he  would  have  to  mention  the  whole  Army ; 
but  he  feels  compelled  by  his  own  inclination,  his  sense  of 
duty,  and  his  gratitude  to  express  his  obligation  to  the  Generals 
Lincoln,  Marquis  de  La  Fayette,  and  Baron  von  Steuben  for  the 
excellent  direction  of  affairs  in  the  trenches,  to  General  du  Por- 
tail,  to  Colonel  Kerney,  for  the  vigor  and  intelligence  which  they 
manifested  in  the  direction  of  the  earthworks,  to  General  Knox 
and  to  Colonel  D'Aboville  for  the  care  and  attention  with 
which  they  hastened  the  transportation  of  artillery,  as  well 
as  for  the  wise  arrangements  of  the  artillery  and  the  activity 
which  they  showed  in  the  batteries.  He  begs  the  officers  whom 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  SIEGE  OF  YORK-TOWN      37 

he  has  just  named  to  give  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
corps  which  they  respectively  command  his  sincere  thanks. 
The  General  would  be  guilty  of  an  ingratitude  for  which  he 
hopes  no  one  will  ever  reproach  him  if  he  failed  to  testify  in 
the  most  energetic  terms  to  his  excellency,  Governor  Nelson, 
his  perfect  satisfaction  for  the  latter's  own  personal  conduct 
and  that  of  the  militia  which  he  commands.  For  he  has  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  activity,  his  emulation,  and  his  courage. 
The  importance  of  the  blow  which  the  United  States  have  just 
struck  will  be  an  ample  remuneration. for  the  fatigue  and 
dangers  which  the  whole  Army  has  borne  with  so  much 
patriotism  and  determination. 


Historical 
Summary  of  Events 


TRANSLATOR'S  NOTES 

It  appears  from  the  itinerary  of  troop  movements  that  the 
Grenadier  Company  of  the  Royal  Deux-Ponts  Regiment  in 
Rochambeau's  first  brigade,  under  Baron  de  Gallatin,  received 
orders  to  march  at  the  head  of  the  main  column  on  June  lo, 
178 1,  from  Newport,  R.  I.,  to  Williamsburg,  Va.,  and  arrived 
in  the  latter  city  on  September  24.  Upon  their  arrival  they 
found  the  troops  from  the  fleet  of  Count  de  Grasse  who  had 
landed  there  some  weeks  before  and  also  the  troops  from  the 
Antilles  brought  by  the  Marquis  de  Saint  Simon. 

The  bulk  of  the  army  from  Newport  arrived  in  Williams- 
burg on  September  26,  and  the  siege  of  Yorktown  started  two 
days  later. 

A  summary  of  the  sections  of  the  Gaspard  de  Gallatin 
Narrative,  descriptive  of  these  events,  has  been  furnished  by 
Mr.  Warrington  Dawson  and  is  appended  hereto. 

— WM.A.R.G. 
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HISTORICAL  SUMMARY  OF  EVENTS 

Rhode  Island 

1780 
July  1 1     Entered  into  the  bay. 
13-15    Landed  and  camped. 

21     Discovered  22  sails.   The  grenadiers  and  chasseurs  leave  to 

camp  on  the  Neck. 
26    Relieved  by  Lauzun. 
Aug.  10    The  English  squadron  disappears. 

16    Heavy  vi^indstorm,  the  same  as  ravaged  the  Barbados. 

19    The  enemy  squadron  reappears. 

29    Savages  (Indians)  of  the  four  nations  arrive  as  ambassadors 

to  ask  for  a  Catholic  priest. 
31     They  are  shown  the  troops. 
Sept.  2    Audience  (Reception  of  Indians),  after  vi^hich  they  are  sent 
aw^ay  with  gifts. 
5     The  English  squadron  disappears. 
Oct.  26    Departure  of  I'Amazone  for  France.   La  Surveillante  and 

L'Amazone^  are  off  on  a  cruise. 
Nov.   I     Alarm  of  the  Navy  on  the  occasion  of  a  snowfall. 
15     Death  of  Mr.  de  Ternay. 
1781 
Jan.  21     The  vessels  La  Surveillante  and  L'Hermione  returned. 

The  Culloden,  an  English  ship  of  74  guns,  wrecked;  the  Bed- 
ford, of  74  guns,  dismasted. 


[Note. — The  words  at  the  top  of  page  13  of  the  manuscript  of  the  Journal  are 
abbreviated  as  follows:  Col.  Cust.  Histoire  Des  For.  De  qui  on  a  su  Bar.  Vio'l. 
A  reference  to  a  quarrel  between  Colonel  de  Custine  and  Capitaine  des  Forets, 
which  led  to  the  suicide  of  the  latter  before  Baron  de  Viomenil  could  interfere.  The 
story  is  told  in  the  Narrative.] 

^An  error  for  L'Hermione. 
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1781 
Mar.  6     1000  men  embarked  on  board  vessels.^  Arnold. 

8     Set  out  to  sea  at  four  o'clock  in  the  evening.  The  Fantasque 
grounded. 
Mar.  1 1     Separation  of  the  Due  de  Bourgogne,  the  Neptune,  the  Eveille, 
and  the  Surveillante  from  the  rest  of  the  fleet. 
13    The  lost  vessels  rejoin  the  squadron  in  the  evening. 
16    (Naval)  batde  of  the  Chesapeake. 

25  The  Surveillante  rejoins  (fleet). 

26  Reentry  of  the  squadron  into  the  Bay  of  Nevs'port. 
Apr.  1 8  Departure  of  the  transports  and  of  the  Hermione. 
May    6    Arrival  of  the  Concorde  at  Boston. 

8  The  English  squadron  sails  out  from  Sandy  Hook. 

9  Arrival  of  the  Viscount  de  Rochambeau.^ 
10    Arrival  of  Mr.  de  Barras. 

18  English  squadron  opposite  Rhode  Island. 

The  General  leaves  for  Willersfield .' 

26  The  General  returns  from  Hartford. 

28  Return  of  the  Hermione.  Arrival  of  the  frigate  V Ariel. 

June   3  The  convoy  from  France  arrives  at  Marblehead. 

10  The  first  brigade  leaves  Newport. 

18  The  first  division  leaves  Providence. 

Route  Followed  or  Itinerary  * 

178 1  Miles 

June  10    At  Providence 36 

In  camp. 

19  At  Watermanshouse 15 

20  At  Plainfield 15 

^A  reference  to  the  French  naval  expedition  against  Benedict  Arnold  in  Virginia, 
an  account  of  which  is  given  by  Baron  de  Gallatin  in  his  Narrative  of  Rochambeau's 
expedition  to  America. 

^Son  of  the  general,  and  colonel  second  in  command  of  the  Bourbonnais  Regiment. 

'Wethersfield. 

*It  should  be  observed  that  the  itinerary  which  Baron  de  Gallatin  gives  here  is  that 
of  the  First  Brigade  of  Rochambeau's  Army,  with  which  he  marched. 
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1 78 1  Miles 

June  21  At  Windham 15 

22  At  Button 16 

25  At  Hartford 12^4 

26  At  Farmington   12Y2 

27  At  Barontavern 13 

28  At  Breakneck 13 

29  At  Newtown 18 

July     I  By  way  of  Danbury  to  Richbury 16 

2  At  Bedford 15 

3  Northcastle 7 

6  Philippsburg .* 19 


Total  from  Newport 226 

[Note. — Bottom  of  page  13  of  the  manuscript  reads  as  follows: 
Angcly  Expedition — English  frigate  River  port,  for(r)age 
(expedition?).  Lauzun,  Guntz,  Berg  (Tories  taken,  went  to 
region  of  forage.)^] 

July  21     Went  to  PCingsb ridge. 

23  Returned  to  camp  at  Philippsburg. 

Route  Followed  Southward 
1781 
Aug. 

19,  20  The  Army  at  North  Casde.  Miles 

19  Grenadiers  and  chasseurs  at  Alexander  Larck  House ....       5 

20  At  Ledgars  Tavern 12 

21  At  Hunt's  Tavern.  The  Army  makes  eight  miles  from 

North  Castle.   Here  the  Army  unites  with  the  grena- 
diers and  chasseurs 7 

22  By  vv^ay  of  Peekskill  to  Verplank 12 

24  Crossed  the  North  River  at  King's  Ferry,  Fort  La  Fayette 

on  the  left  bank,  Stony  Point  on  the  right  bank. 
24    At  Blackpoint 2 

^References  to  episodes  dealt  with  in  Baron  de  Gallatin's  "Narrative." 
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1 78 1  Miles 

Aug.  25    Colonel  Smith  House  at  Souflrance 18 

26  At  Pombton 14 

27  Wipany(  ?  )  or  North  Hanover 15 

29  By  way  of  Morristown  to  Bullions  Tavern 16 

30  To  Sommersct 14 

31  At  Princetown 13 

Sept.  I  At  Trenton 12 

2  Crossed  the  Delaware  by  way  of  Bristol  to  Red  Lion 

Tavern 18 

3  By  way  of  Frankfort  and  Kintzcntown  to  Philadelphia .  .     12 

5  Crossed  the  Schuylkill  by  way  of  Darby  to  Chester 15 

6  By  way  of  Brandywine  to  Wilmington 14 

7  By  way  of  Newport  and  Christine  Bridge  to  Head  of  Elk .     20 

From  Philippsburg,  total 219 

226 

Total  from  Newport  to  Head  of  Elk 445 

Itinerary  of  the  Army  from  Head  of  Ell{  to  York/Fown 

1 78 1  Miles 

Sept.  9    By  way  of  North  Castle  and  Charlestown  to  Hartford  at 

mouth  of  the  Susquehannah 15 

10  At  Bushtown 12 

1 1  At  Cape  Phillips 15 

12  At  Baltimore 10 

16  At  Spegers  Tavern 15 

17  At  Red  House 18 

18  At  Annapolis 7 

Total  from  Philippsburg 311 

226 

From  Newport  (Rhode  Island)  to  Annapolis 537 
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1781 
Sept.  Miles 

21,22  The  Army  embarked  and  set  sail;  anchored  at  entrance  to 
Chesapeake  Bay  September  22nd. 

24  At  CoUes  Landing  (College  Landing? ). 

25  Landed. 

26  At  Williamsburg 7 

Itinerary  of  Grenadiers  and  Chasseurs  from  Head  of  El\  to 

Yor\-Town 

1781  Miles 

Sept.  10  At  Plomb  Point , 5 

11  Embarked  upon  the  River  Elk. 

12  Set  sail  and  entered  into  Chesapeake  Bay;  anchored  the 

same  evening  in  the  harbor  of  Annapolis. 

13  Landed. 

15    Reembarked  and  returned  into  the  bay  because  of  bad 
weather. 

15  Arrival  of  the  Loyaliste,  frigate  of  26  cannon,  detached 

from  the  squadron  of  the  Count  de  Grasse  for  the  pur- 
pose of  escorting  the  grenadiers  and  chasseurs. 

16  Set  sail;  encountered  the  Romulus  and  the  Gentille  with 

the  transports  for  the  embarkment  of  the  army  at  An- 
napolis. 

17  Anchored  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Patuxen. 

18  Set  sail,  rounded  the  Potomac,  and  at  night  the  Rappa- 

hannock. 

19  Rounded  the  York  River,  anchored  at  Newpoint  Com- 

fort. 

20  Set  sail.  Squadron  of  the  Count  de  Grasse,  behind  Cape 

Henry,  enters  into  the  James  River  and  anchors  at 
Hampton  (Roads). 

21,22    Ascend  (James)  River  as  far  as  Colles  Landing 40 

23    Landed,  and  to  Williamsburg 7 

From  Head  of  Elk  to  Annapolis 70 

To  mouth  of  Potomac  River 85 
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1 78 1  Miles 

Sept.  23    To  Hampton  (Roads) 65 

To  CoUes  Landing  (College  Landing?) 40 

28     Blockade  City  of  York-Town. 

From  Williamsburg 12 

From  Head  of  Elk  to  York-Town 279 

Form  Newport  to  Head  of  Elk 445 

Total  from  Newport  to  York-Town 724 

Events  Omitted;  Must  Be  Dated 

Arrival  of  the  frigate  L'Astree. 

Arrival  of  the  frigate  La  Gentille. 

Departure  of  the  Eveille  for  Chesapeake  Bay  and  its  return. 

The  capture  of  the  Romulus  and  the  details  thereof. 

During  the  sojourn  of  the  detachments  remaining  at  Nev^r- 
port,  the  D'Angely  expedition  and  its  outcome. 

Embarkment  and  departure  of  the  above-mentioned  detach- 
ments on  the  squadron  of  Mr.  de  Barras.  Details  of  their  voy- 
age and  of  their  arrival  in  Chesapeake  Bay  and  their  junction 
with  the  squadron  of  the  Count  de  Grasse. 

Arrival  of  General  Washington  at  New^port;  the  festivities 
and  honors  which  were  given  him. 


'^■.m-z^f^^m§mdm. 


